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This is the first report of our activity on behalf of our soldiers and policemen and women at the checkpoints.


A few months ago our movement launched teams that regularly visit IDF checkpoints in order to support the soldiers and Border Guard policemen and women, to help them to contend with acts of harassment by the extreme leftist women of MachsomWatch, who, as we will show in the report, endanger the lives of soldiers, as well as the lives of all the citizens of the State of Israel.


The women of MachsomWatch are presented by the media in a positive light, as "nonpolitical observers who are concerned only for the humanitarian needs and human rights of the Palestinians." Upon examination, however, it becomes clear that the truth is completely different. As we shall see (below), this is an organization that is part of the extreme left, with a pro-Palestinian (totally anti-Israel) agenda that serves the interests of the Palestinians and harms the State of Israel. The organization fosters negative sentiments, to the point of revulsion, towards the State of Israel and IDF soldiers. It receives funding from foreign, anti-Israeli elements, and its true goal is purely political: opposition to the very existence of Israel anywhere in Judea, Samaria, and Gaza, and to this end it aids the Palestinian Arabs in their war against Israel. The conduct of most of the women matches the aim of the organization: shaming our soldiers in front of the Arabs, interfering with the soldiers important work, assisting all the Palestinians who want to cross the checkpoints (even if they have been marked as dangerous to the Israeli public), filing complaints against soldiers that are based on lies by the Arabs, and the like.


To now we have established teams that visit the checkpoints in the Jerusalem area and in Samaria.


We will soon have teams operating in the south, as well. After reading the report, we are certain that its readers will reach the same conclusion: the activity of the MachsomWatch women must be stopped, and they must be prevented from reaching the checkpoints. They are not "just another humanitarian organization" - they endanger the soldiers and the Israel public. We also call for an examination of the legality of their actions. Prima facie, it would seem that they are guilty of the crime of disturbing a public servant in the fulfillment of his duties.


The following report details instances in which a member of our organization encountered MachsomWatch women and documented their behavior. The report also provides testimonies by soldiers and Border Guard policemen regarding this activity by the leftist women. It should be noted that our report could have been much more convincing if we had been able to publish the names of the soldiers and Border Guard policemen and women, and even interview them with a video camera. They all, however, refused; they fear exposure and being placed on the black list of the MachsomWatch women. Some say that they are forbidden to even speak about the subject. Others tell what happened to them, on condition that they remain unnamed.


All the soldiers and Border Guard policemen and women at the checkpoints agree on one thing: the time has come for someone to defend them against the acts of harassment by the extreme left and the Arabs. They praise the activity of Women in Green and hope that it succeeds.


For more details of our operation, and articles that appeared in the media about Operation "Defense of Our Soldiers and Border Guard Policemen and Women at the Checkpoints," see our Web site: 

www.womeningreen.org.il

or call one of the following numbers:

Nadia Matar 050-5500834

Anita Finkelstein 050-5777254

Jacqueline Levisohn 054-4248365

Gemma Blech 054-4506483

Ruth Matar 02-6249887

Report on the Activity of the Women of MachsomWatch
A Random Sample
The a-Ram Checkpoint, about 15 Women in Green:

the shaming of a Border Guard policemen because of his ethnic origin (Druze)

A Druze Border Guard policeman tells us how the MachsomWatch women act in a manner even more despicable than usual with Druze. When they see his name on his name tag, they ask him: "Oh, you're a Druze? We won't even talk with you. You are even worse than the Jewish soldiers. You collaborate against your people!"

Testimony of Anita, Gitt Checkpoint in Samaria, beginning of June 2004

The orders given to the soldiers were clear: no one under the age of 36 was to be allowed entrance. A 35-year-old Arab arrives. The soldiers tell him to go home. The MachsomWatch women intervene on behalf of the Arab, and demand that the soldiers ignore the orders. "He looks OK, he doesn't look dangerous, let him cross," they say and exert pressure.


The soldier relates that just a day before a large explosive charge was discovered in an automobile - a charge that was meant to explode in an Israeli city.

June 6, 2004, Checkpoint 300, at the entrance to Bethlehem, 7:15 a.m.

As she does every day, Jacqueline arrives at the checkpoint, in order to encourage the soldiers and bring them drinks. She encounters three MachsomWatch women. There are only two soldiers 

where the Arab vehicles are to pass through. The leftist women keep one of the soldiers occupied without respite. All the time they keep asking him questions about every minor thing that happens at the checkpoint, harassing him and disrupting his work.


The result: this soldier cannot check the Arabs, because he is busy with the extreme leftist women. The other soldier remains alone to check the Arabs who are entering. Because he is alone, the waiting time of the Arabs is extended. This puts pressure on the soldier, and annoys the Arabs. What is ironic, is that afterwards the Arabs complain to the MachsomWatch women that they are waiting in line too long!

The testimony of Sarah and Nadia, who visit Checkpoint 300 several times a week, and encounter the leftist women:
1) The MachsomWatch women go among the Arabs, give them their telephone number, and prompt them to complain against IDF soldiers.

2) MachsomWatch women walk about in forbidden areas, within the lane for the Arab automobiles, attempting to enter the other side of the checkpoint.


The result: instead of the soldier concentrating on examining the Arabs, he must pay attention to the activity of the leftist women, protect them, and ensure that they are not endangering themselves. In this manner they interfere with the soldier's work, and prevent him from effectively examining the Arabs.

3) When there are detainees, then the leftist women incessantly bother the IDF soldiers and intervene in everything: "Release the detainees - Why is he/she detained already for a quarter of an hour - When will you release the detainees." If the soldier does not respond, they immediately pull out the telephone numbers of everybody who is anybody in the army and call to complain.


It should be mentioned that a "detainee" is an Arab without an entrance permit. The reason why he or she lacks a permit is because, for various reasons, the army suspects that he or she poses a danger to the public. According to the law, such an individual is not permitted to even approach the checkpoint, due to the danger that he or she poses to the soldiers and the Israeli public. But all this is of no interest to the women from the left; they intervene unremittingly, and demand that our soldiers release the detainees.

Kalandia checkpoint, June 7, 2004, 9 a.m.

This time, as every week, we are a larger group of Women (and men) in Green, with the Mekor Rishon reporter Hodayah Karish-Hazoni accompanying the trip. The soldiers report to us that the leftist women came earlier that day.


The MachsomWatch women physically defend Arab rioters:


We record the testimonies of soldiers who tell us that the MachsomWatch women form a human shield for the Arabs who throw stones at our soldiers.


"They drive us crazy," relates one of the soldiers, "a few days ago the Arabs began to throw at us stones, objects, whatever you want. [...] I raise my weapon, and she stands in front of me, between me and the throwers, and she says: 'Shoot me if you want.'"


The false charges against our soldiers:


Another soldier tells us: "They come every day. I saw that they give the Arabs money, but mainly - they encourage them to complain against us, and the Arabs lie to them freely. One Arab pushed me, so I pushed back. He ran to one of the women and complained that I beat him. You're lying, I said to him, but he only smiled and went away. She took down my personal details. I don't know what she'll do with this."

The a-Ram checkpoint, June 7, 2004, 10 a.m., with the same group from Women in Green and the Mekor Rishon reporter Hodayah Karish-Hazoni

"You missed the leftists," the Border Guard policemen say, "they were here at 7:30." O. has been stationed at the checkpoint since January. He tells that two days after the broadcast of the Pegishat Laylah [Night Encounter] [television] program in which Koby Meidan interviewed Lia Nirgad, a MachsomWatch activist who recently published a book on her checkpoint experiences, "she came here to the checkpoint. I asked her: Do you really believe that the checkpoints aren't effective, like you said on television? She said that she is aware of the fact that the checkpoints prevent some of the terror attacks. I go crazy from this: What, preventing some of the attacks is unnecessary? On television she said they intervene only if they are asked, but this is incorrect. They come and start talking with detainees and with prisoners - asking why this is this way and not that. A few weeks ago we discovered an illegal. We brought him up to the watchtower, so that he and the other detainees would not match their stories. He sat there in the watchtower on a chair, and waited like a king, while I stand here like a dog. But she came with her demands: 'Why did you bring him up there? Bring him down, let him be with his friends.'"

The testimony of a Border Guard policeman at Checkpoint 300, June 16, 2004

"One time MachsomWatch women came, and one said 'Good morning' to me. I didn't answer her, I just asked her to move away and not bother us. She immediately wrote down my name and said, 'Because you didn't say "Good morning" to me nicely, I will file a charge against you because you're not educated.'"

Checkpoint 300, the entrance to Bethlehem, June 27, 2004, Jacqueline

"Arabs without permits manage to circumvent the checkpoint and enter Gilo through Tantur [Ecumenical Institute for Theological Studies, between the checkpoint and the Gilo neighborhood]. Today Border Guard policemen are stationed at the entrance to Tantur and they succeed in stopping the illegal infiltrators. MachsomWatch women arrive there and demand that the Arabs be released. They also ask the Border Guard policemen to help them in removing this 'glue' from them" (they are referring to Jacqueline, who followed them continually).

The M. K. Shuafat checkpoint, June 30, 2004, Anita, Tsippi, Devorah

"A Border Guard policeman relates that he goes around in his jeep. He usually does not stand at the checkpoint. He frequently receives an order to set up a spot checkpoint at different places, within Jerusalem as well, such as on Road No. 1. What is amazing is that MachsomWatch women immediately arrive and begin to hassle them. He tells us that they bother them greatly and he wants to distance them, or send them away, but he does not know if he is permitted to do so."

The testimony of a Border Guard policeman at the a-Ram checkpoint, June 30, 2004

"MachsomWatch women ruin our lives, they don't let us work, they open cases against us without end. When they are at the checkpoint, all the policemen look at them and don't concentrate on their work, because they tape us and shout at us all the time. They act as if they are the commanders of the checkpoint."

Checkpoint 300, the entrance to Bethlehem, July 5, 2004, 7 a.m. Jacqueline

Close to 50 Arabs without permits were caught by the Border Guard in the area of the checkpoint. Jacqueline arrives. The MachsomWatch women are not there. One Border Guard policeman says to Jacqueline, pointing to all the detainees: "If the leftist women had been here this morning, we would not have been able to accomplish this work." Jacqueline asks for an explanation. He explains: "The moment that we detain them, the Watch women intervene, they want us to release them, they bother us all the time."

Checkpoint 300, the entrance to Bethlehem, July 8, 2004, 7 a.m. Jacqueline

Jacqueline arrives. Four MachsomWatch women and a foreign photographer from Italy accompanying them are there. The photographer incessantly takes pictures of the soldiers, despite one soldier having expressly, and politely, asked not to photograph. The photographer continues to take pictures of him, against the soldier's will.


Jacqueline asks the soldier why he doesn't distance the photographer who is bothering him in his work, why he doesn't ask for his personal details, why he doesn't file a complaint against the photographer and against the MachsomWatch women who brought the photographer. The soldier replies that he is afraid of the consequences of a complaint or action against them. He is afraid of what they will do afterwards with the photographs of him. He is afraid that they will publicize his pictures on the Internet and that they will tell lies about him. Jacqueline positions herself in front of the photographer, to prevent him from taking pictures of the soldiers.

The Erez checkpoint, the case of Kfir Ohayon - April 2004

An extreme proof of the harm done tby he leftist women at the checkpoints was given in April. Sergeant Kfir Ohayon was killed in a terrorist attack at the Erez checkpoint by an Arab suicide terrorist. The day of the funeral, April 18, 2004, Avi Ohayon, Kfir's father, was interviewed on the IDF Radio program of Micah Freidmann. Avi related that, a few days before the attack, his son was scolded by a leftist activist because of Kfir's attitude to an Arab suspect who refused to raise his shirt for a check. Kfir was very worried, and was afraid of the complaint that this leftist activist filed against him. According to Kfir's father, the attack could have been prevented if his son and his fellow soldiers would have been backed by their commanders, and they would not have feared the criticism of the left.


The following are several quotations from the interview:

Avi Ohayon: "One of the Arabs did not uncover his body, then Kfir aimed his weapon at him and took him to isolation. Some woman, some Israeli woman who saw this, went and complained to his commanding officer. She said that she would make a commotion about this, that she would complain to the police investigators. Then his officers came to Kfir, his commanding officers, and they told him that he shouldn't have done that. My son lost his self-confidence. He called me at twelve-thirty at night. He told me, 'Father, I don't know what to do any longer. I can't sleep any longer, I have fears. Fears that I'll be put up on a complaint, and that they'll put me in jail.'"

Micah Freidmann: "And you think that this might have influenced his behavior yesterday at the checkpoints?"

Avi Ohayon: "This undoubtedly had an influence, it influenced his fellows as well, there's no doubt that they were afraid. [...] The problem is that their commanders are afraid. They are afraid of the criticism, they are afraid of the press, they are afraid of the photographer, the photographers' lenses, this is what they fear. In the end, we ourselves are killing our soldiers. We, with our own hands, are consuming our soldiers, killing them.


"[...] Our problem is that the left is the ruin of the State of Israel. The left is a disaster.


"[...] Every soldier has to stand before a lawyer, a lawyer has to be right next to him, so that he won't commit some crime... how can this be?"

The Conclusion:
The MachsomWatch women disturb soldiers and policemen in the fulfillment of their duties, and thereby endanger the security of the soldiers and the security of the citizens of the State of Israel
* In the report we brought only a few examples of the testimonies regarding the activity of the MachsomWatch women. In every visit to the checkpoints we bear witness to the extremely problematic behavior of the women from the extreme left. In the instances in which we did not personally encounter them, we hear at first hand more and more stories from the soldiers and Border Guard policemen of how the MachsomWatch women interfere with the soldier/policeman in the fulfillment of his duties, and thereby endanger Israeli security.

* The activity of the MachsomWatch women is similar at all the checkpoints:


They arrive, position themselves as close as possible to the soldiers and the Arabs being checked, incessantly photograph the soldiers, photograph the license plates of the jeeps, intervene in the security decisions of the soldiers, record the names of the Border Guard policemen and women, scream at the soldiers, threaten that if they do not act as the women want, they will complain; and indeed, many times they pull out a list of senior army officers and loudly complain to them against the soldiers/Border Guard police - while standing next to the Arabs, boasting that they have a direct link to GOC Central Command Kaplinsky and Chief of the General Staff Bogi Ya'alon, in order to threaten the soldier. In short - all manner of actions that are meant to terrorize the soldier at the checkpoint, to put pressure on him and intimidate him, and to interfere with his work. Instead of engaging in their important work, the security forces are compelled - on a daily basis - to occupy themselves with the whims of the MachsomWatch women. When the women of MachsomWatch are present at a checkpoint and interfere with the work of the soldiers/Border Guard police, the probability that a terrorist will enter without being caught is unquestionably much higher.
* The MachsomWatch women let the soldier understand that, in their opinion, he is the enemy, and the Arab is the "poor unfortunate." In addition to the testimonies appearing in this report, we were given additional proof of this in the book Horef be-Kalandia (Winter in Qalandia) by Lia Nirgad, a MachsomWatch activist, that describes her activity at the Kalandia checkpoint over a period of 16 weeks. Nirgad thinks that "it is necessary to quarrel with the soldiers. For all the good and unchanging reasons. For it is necessary for them to stop for a minute, for it is necessary for them to hear. For it is necessary to interfere with them acting automatically. For it is necessary to express the voice of the Palestinians." In another place in the book she compares the situation at the checkpoints to "Germany in the 1930s," with the soldiers reminding her of German soldiers.

* The soldiers/Border Guard police feel that they have no backing:

Soldiers and Border Guard police told us that charges have been filed against them because of completely unfounded and even false complaints by MachsomWatch women and Arabs. This is especially grave for the Border Guard policemen and women, because these cases hang over them in civilian life, as well. When we ask the soldiers and Border Guard police why don't they exercise their legal right to complain against the MachsomWatch women, they give us different excuses: "Who has time to go to the police station?" "How will this help?" "I won't start to take action against them, because they will take their revenge against me and file charges against me." Many soldiers are totally unaware of the fact that, as public servants, they are entitled to complain against those who disturb them in their work.


Soldiers/Border Guard police feel abandoned by some of the officers, who are primarily concerned with advancing their military career, and fear that they will not be liked by the women of the extreme left and by the Israeli media, that casts the MachsomWatch organization in a favorable light. These officers do not want to appear in the "blacklist" of the MachsomWatch women, and therefore, not only do they not dare complain against these leftist women, they even pretend that these women "are not interfering." Anyone who follows the activity of MachsomWatch knows that this is not correct.

The barrier of silence must be broken, and the public must be informed: Just who are the women of MachsomWatch? Is there a need for the MachsomWatch organization?
Just who are the women of MachsomWatch?

The Association for Civil Rights in Israel recently awarded the women of MachsomWatch the "Civil Rights Emblem" for their activity, and favorable articles about them have been published in the media. The question arises: What could be so bad about a group of middle-aged women who stand at the checkpoints? Admittedly, the presence of the women of MachsomWatch at times is a bother, and interferes with the soldiers' concentration - but is their activity so dangerous and terrible? Is it really necessary to follow their every action and remove them from the checkpoints? Do they really serve the enemy and collaborate with him?


The answer to all these questions is yes! As proof, here is the following quotation from an article by Gil Ronen, in the BiSheva newspaper, from May 20, 2004:

But the women of MachsomWatch apparently did not tell the senior officers [with whom they frequently meet - N. M.] the whole truth about themselves. Otherwise, it is difficult to believe that they [the officers] would want to meet with them. The leaders of the organization are from the most extreme strain of the left. [...] The leaders of MachsomWatch, Adi Kuntsman, Ronni Yager, and Yehudit Keshet - the Marx, Engels, and Lenin of MachsomWatch - are very far from being innocent grandmothers.


Adi Kuntsman presents herself on the MachsomWatch site as a militant feminist. When she speaks with journalists, and not with IDF generals, she also says that she is not a Zionist. [...]


In 1999 Ronni Yager and Yehudit Keshet signed a petition demanding that the US and the NATO forces bomb the forces of Milosevic in Serbia. In 2001 Keshet and Kuntsman signed a petition in support of [Balad MK] Azmi Bashara, after he traveled to Syria where he agitated against Israel. That same year Keshet composed a letter to the American feminist Susan Sontag, in which she demanded that [Sontag] refuse to accept the Jerusalem Prize for Literature. The letter, that was sent to Sontag by the "Women's Coalition for Peace," a group of organizations that includes Women in Black, MachsomWatch, and other pro-Palestinian organizations, called upon Sontag to completely boycott Israel, and to refuse to accept the prize from Minister Olmert and the then Foreign Minister Peres, because both were involved in "serious human rights violations." From time to time Keshet also publishes announcements on the Internet forum of the Israel radical left, along with communiques from the Israeli Communist Party.


In an interview with the Mekor Rishon reporter Hodayah Karish-Hazoni (June 18, 2004), the MachsomWatch spokeswoman confirmed that the organization receives funds from the New Israel Fund, and also from "peace organizations" abroad - which are synonymous with "pro-Palestinian and anti-Israeli groups." In that same interview Dagan admits that the MachsomWatch organization is "definitely political, and the common factor shared by all its members is opposition to the occupation, opposition to the policy of the checkpoints, the closures, and limitations on movement. Our goal is totally political."


The question that must be asked is: How does the IDF allow the MachsomWatch activists, who act as foreign agents on behalf of the enemy, to approach the checkpoints and harass the soldiers and Border Guard policemen and women?

Is there a need for the MachsomWatch organization?

It is correct that humanitarian questions arise at every checkpoint. The army does not ignore this issue: at each IDF checkpoint there is a representative of the Liason and Coordination Administration who deals with humanitarian cases. There are also reserves officers who are defined as "Humanitarian Officers."


Additionally, the army operates the IDF Humanitarian Center that treats all the human rights questions that arise at the checkpoints. There is no need for the presence of activists from the extreme left.

In Conclusion

The time has come to break the wall of silence and shout from the rooftops:


The women of MachsomWatch masquerade as "objective observers concerned for the humanitarian rights of the Arabs" - but the truth is that they are extreme left activists, who are hostile to the State of Israel and IDF soldiers, and act in order to advance the Palestinian cause.


Their activity is meant to aid the Arab enemy in his war against us.

They endanger the lives of our soldiers/Border Guard police at the checkpoints and the security of the citizens of Israel. An immediate stop must be put to their activity, and to examine if they are not legally culpable for disturbing a public servant in the fulfillment of his duties.

The senior ranks in the army and the police must support the soldiers and policemen and women at the checkpoints, and they should be reminded that the women of MachsomWatch represent an extreme splinter group that knowingly serves the Arab enemy. The majority of the people of Israel is cognizant of, and appreciates, the grueling and important work performed by the soldiers and police for Israel's security. The members of the security forces at the checkpoints are the ones who really guard the most basic humanitarian right of every Israeli citizen: the right to live. For all this, we offer them our heartfelt thanks.
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